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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

« Let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may 
be justified ; or let them hear, and say, It is truth.” 
Isa. xiii. 9. 

Brother Fitz,—That the patrons of the Heratp 
may see, there is strong presumption to believe that 
the same fastidious spirit pervades the “ reverend 
divines” in this land of steady habits, as elsewhere, 
I offer for insertion the two following letters, which 
{ wrote in the spirit of inquiry, to the Rev. Ambrose 
S. Todd, of Danbury; to which he has thought 
proper not to reply. 

To the Rev. Ambrose S. Todd. 

Dear Brother, for whom Christ died. Fellow- 
sinner, and fellow-heir of the great salvation: a 
pamphlet lately fell into my hand, purporting to be 
“ An Address, delivered” by you “ before the mem- 
bers of the Union Lodge of free and accepted ma- 
sons; occasioned by the death of William Cook, 
Esq. ;” your brother in the mystic tie, and mine in 
the faith of the final “ restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
And finding ma- 
ny ideas contained in it which do not gomport with 


my view of Scripture testimony, as a humble inqui- 
? 


prophets since the world began.” 


rer after truth, [ask of you “ a@ reason,” concerning 
* the hope that is in you,” humbly trusting you will 
condescend to answer me, “ with meekness and 
fear.” On your first page you say, “ In the study 
and contemplation of the Christian religion, we are 
taught to look for something more noble and exalt- 
ed than the happiness which this world affords.” 
To this I most heartily subscribe. Again. “ We 
are taught to look beyond this transitory existence, 
to a scene of future rewards and punishments, where 
the true and faithful foliowers of Christ will receive 
a crown of immortal glo.y ; and where the wicked 
and impenitent shall go away into everlasting pun- 
Pray, Sir, what part of the Christian 
religion teaches this? And whom does it so teach ? 
Who are the “true and faithful followers of 
Christ ?” And, Sir, will this “ crown of immortal 
glory” be in full of all demands ? 

Again. “In that eternity which awaits the right- 
eous, disappointment shall never vex nor corrode 
the human heart.” Will “ disappointment vex and 
corrode the human heart in that eternity which 
awaits” your “wicked and impenitent ?” On your 
fourth page I find the following: “In passing then 
the few days that are numbered out to us for our 
probationary state, what can so much serve to keep 
us in the constant practice of our duty, as the fre- 
quent contemplation of that eventful period which 
shall close the scene of our earthly existence ? Ev- 


ishment.” 


ery other motive to the practice of piety and virtue, 
when compared with this, seems weak and ineffect- 
ual.” On your sixth page the following: “ Un- 
fortunately for the peace and well-being of man, he 
is too apt to revolt at the idea of bis dissolution. 
The thought of the arrival of a period which will 
dissolve every earthly attachment, which will break 
every connexion that renders the present life dear 
to our human nature, spreads a melancholy gloom 
over the mind, and we wish to pnt far away the evil 
hour.” Andon your eighth page the following— 
“ Let us then, to the attainment of this end, viz. 
the eternal welfare of the soul, never suppress the 
thoughts of death, but rather cultivate and cherish 


, 


them with the greatest care.” Is it in the power of 


man, by giving full scope to, and “ cherishing with 
the greatest care, the thoughts of death,” to secure 
“the eternal welfare of the soul?” And is there 
nothing so well calculated “ to keep us in the con- 
stant practice of our duty,” as that which militates 


” That which 


, 


against our “ peace and well-being ? 
“spreads a melancholy gloom over the mind ?’ 
And when you said, “Every other motive to the 
practice of piety and virtue, when compared with 
this, seems weak and ineffectual,” had you not for- 
gotten that “ dove is the fulfilling of the law 7” 
Again. On your fourth pagé: “ Here is no room 
for the admission of the delusions of fancy, nor for 
those fictitious representations, which are presented 
by vanity and self-love to lull the soul into a fatal 
and unwarrantable security.”. What in nature is 
more caleulated to cherish “the delusions ef fan- 
cy,” to foster “ vanity and self-love, to lull the 
soul into an unwarrantable security,” than the 
“ fictitious” imagination that we secure our “ eter- 
nal” felicity by our own exertions? On your fifth 
page you say, “ And surely, if we are possessed of 
any gratitude to God for his inestimable benefits, we 
shall be constant in the discharge of every moral 
and religious duty.” Pray, Sir, is not this a very 
different incentive to the one you have just been 
urging? Again. “ The certainty of the truth, that 
we must soon resign our lives into the hands of him 
who gave them, is acknowledged by all.” Is it not 
a truth, that our lives were never out of the hands of 
Again. 


him who gave them ? “Tn endeavouring 


to enforce the uncertainty of the hour of death, as 


the great principle of action, | can urge no more 


than you all know.” Pray, why have you so soon 


fled from “ gratitude to God ;” and laid hold of the 
terrors of death as the “ great principle of action 7” 
On your sixth page, you say, “ For the unlearned, 
as well as the learned, can easily comprehend the 





solemn truth, that we are all hastening to that period 
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which shall close our probationary state, and that 
then it will be too late for repentance.” Where did 
you learn this, Sir ? I declare myself too “ unlearn- 
ed to comprehend” it. Please to show me, that we 
are “ probationers,” andto what? And that at the 
close of that state, “it will be too late for repent- 


, 


ance ?” 
On your seventh page, speaking of death, you say, 
“This fatal dart may even now be raised to send 


some spirit present unprepared into the presence of 
its God.” By whose power is the shafts of death 
wielded? Are our spirits ever out of the presence 
of their God? Again, in speaking of the sou}, you 
say, “It is immortal and incorruptible.” Is there 


any distinction made in Scripture between the soul 
and spit? And if so, are they both “ immortal 
and incorruptible 7” On your tenth page, you say, 
“Ata time, when, in the bold and energetic lan- 
guage of Scripture, all flesh had corrupted the way 
of the Almighty.” Pray, Sir, is not this “ language” 
more “ bold and energetic,” than the Scriptures 
any where speak? Your prayer, with the excep- 
tion of two or three ideas, which I shall notice, is 
Universal. I beseech you to examine it closely, 
and let your teaching, in future, correspond with 
the sentiments contained in it, and I will walk with 
you “ in the unity of the spirit, and in the bonds of 
peace.” Where you say, “ may we remembes, that 
on account of sin, death entered into the world,” &c. 
Do you mean to infer that the natural death of the 
body is the effect of sin? Again, “if they die in 
the Lord,” &c. Please to give me scriptural au- 
thority for your “if.” Once more, and I close my 
inquiries for the present. What idea do you mean 
to convey, by “ our last call from iabour to refresh- 
ment 2” Should your answer be the means, under 
God, of showing me the “ way of life and salvation,” 
I humbly trust you will feel rewarded. With due 
respect, I subscribe myself, 
Your Friend, 
ZADOCK STEVENS. 
Danbury, Jan. 11, 1823. 

Danbury, March 1, 1823. 

Much esteemed friend and brother in the Lord : 
Six or seven weeks having elapsed since I wrote 
to you, and having received no answer, I am invol- 
untarily led to conclude that you consider a profes- 
sed Universalist unworthy your notice. But still 
feeling unwilling that a professed steward over the 
heritage of the Lord should administer “ the spirit 
of heaviness for the garments of praise,” I think 
proper in this epistle to recapitulate some of the 
ideas contained in your “ address,” which I noticed 
in my former letter, and which I consider to be in- 
compatible with Divine testimony ; and point out to 
you some of the never-failing springs of consolation, 
which serve as an “anchor to the soul, both sure 
and steadfast ;’ enabling the Universalist to go on 
his way rejoicing, and to triumph in the hour of 
death. Believing, with an apostie, that “ where 
the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty,” I shall 
“use great plainness of speech ;” having no man’s 





person in admiration because of advantage.” You 


ol e——<—£_<£_*_====_I____ 
say, “ In the study and contemplation of the Christ 
ian religion, we are taught to look beyond this tray 

sitory existence, toa scene of future rewards ang 
punishments, where the true and faithful follow, = 
of Christ will receive a crown of immortal olor, 

and where the wicked and impenitent shall go ay a, 
into everlasting punishment.”—* In the study ay 
contemplation of the Christian religion,” oe ry 
“true and faithful follower of Christ will” ina, 
the Scriptures the man of their counsel, “ for the, 
are they which do testify of” him. Are you, Siy, 

master m Israel, to whom is committed a dispensy 
tion of the “ ministry of reconciliation, to wit, thyq: 
God was in Christ reconciling the world wnto }yiy 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them 2” Ay, 
do you preach a gospel incompatible with th) 
> Is the strong arm oj 
Jehovah stretched out for the salvation of sinners 


“word of reconciliation 2 


and is his oath pledged for its accomplishment 
and will you talk of the “ wicked and impenitent 
beyond this transitory existence going away int 
everlasting punishment?” Do not the Scriptures 
teach you, that the “ righteous shall be recompen 
sed in the earth: much more the wicked and ty 
sinner?” That “the way of the transgressor js 
hard ;” not that it shall be “ beyond this transitor 
existence ;” that “he that is dead is freed tron 
sin?” 

Now “to the law and to the testimony ; if vor 
speak not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in you.” What says the law? “Tho 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, an 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is th 
first and great commandment, and the second i: 
like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as th; 
self. On these two commandments hang allt! 
law and the prophets.” Matt. xxii. 37,40. “T 
the law and to the testimony.” Sir, Who are tli 
breakers of the law? Sin is its transgression ; 
you say, “4 have sinned.” “ Now we know the 
what things soever the law saith, it saith to then 
who are under the law ; that every mouth may & 
stopped, and all the world may become gualty befor 
God.” Rom. iii. 19. “ And thinkest thou this, 0 
man, that judgest him which do sucli_things, auc 
doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment 
of God 7” Rom. 11.3. Remember, dear Sir, th 
you are enrolled in this catalogue ; therefore hew 
the sentence, “ Cursed is every one that continuet! 
not in all the things which are written in the book 
ofthe law to do them,” Gal. iii. 10. What a di 
lemma you are in, Sir!! The law is as unrelentine 
as justice itself. Not one “ jot nor tittle shall in » 
wise pass till all be fulfilled.” All your penitence, 
strong crying and tears, will not mitigate your crime! 
Who then can be saved? “To your strong hold, 
you prisoner of hope.” Give heed to the testimons 
“For he hath made him sin for us, who knew 0 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness © 
God in him. And she shall bring forth a son, anc 
thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save bis 
people from their sins. But now we see not ye’ 
all things put under him: but we sce Jesus, wht 
was made a little lower than the angels, for the su! 
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fering of death crowned with glory and honour, 
chat he by the grace of God should taste death for 
-very man. For there is one God, and one Media- 
cor between God and man, the man Christ Jesus; 
who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time.” Can you, Sir, produce stronger testi- 
mony from Scripture, to prove that Christ died at 
all, than that he “tasted death for every man?” 
Will he “ see of the travail of his soul and be satis- 
fied >” Or, “Is the law against the promises of 
God?” If you say, “God forbid ;” then listen 
‘o the blessed injunctions and promises of Jehovah. 
“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the 
feeble knees. Say to them of a fearful heart, Be 
strong, fear not: behold your God will come with 
vengeance ; God with a recompense ; he will come 
ind save you.” “And the ransomed of the Lord” 
‘remember, Sir, be gave his life a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time,) “ shall” (“ not go away 
into everlasting punishment,” but) “ return and 
ome to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” “ All the ends 
of the world shall remember and turn unto the 
Lord ; and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before him.” “I have sworn by myself,” 
saith the Jehovah,) “ the word is gone out of my 
mouth, righteousness, and shall not return, that unto 
me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear ; 
surely shall say, In the Lord have I righteousness 
ind strength.” “No man can call Jesus Lord, but 
by the Holy Spirit.” And yet, “Every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
f God the Father.” Can you, Sir, say, this testi- 
mony will be fulfilled until the Lord “ pour out his 
Spirit upon all flesh ?” And will you, with this tes- 
tunony before you, say, the Lord will never “ pour 
out his Spirit upon all flesh?” Now, dear Sir, is 
it possible that any man, who is not lost in the laby- 
rvinth of mental darkness and error, with such abun- 
dant and positive testimony before him, proceeding 
from the Spirit of Jehovah, should preach a gospel 
meompatible with the “ restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his ho- 
ly prophets since the world began?” The great 
apostle to the gentiles says, “ But though we or an 
angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto 
vou than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.” Was not the gospel which 
he preached, “ the word of reconciliation” which 
was “committed unto him, “ constraining” him 
to “preach Christ Jesus the Lord, and himself” a 
“ servant for Jesus sake >” Too many, my worthy 
friend, in the present day, instead of following this 
divine example, and in bold defiance of the anathe- 
mas pronounced upon them, are preaching them- 
selves, and Jesus their servant, for the sake of popu- 
larity. 

fn parsuing the glorious theme of salvation, 
upon which every one who sees the “ truth as it is 
in Jesus,” must delight to dwell, can I correctly 
say (though I may fear) I have swelled this letter 
veyond your patience? Having but just touched 
the subject of your address, I close. perhaps for ever, 





my communication té vou, by subscribing myself 
your servant in the Lord. 
ZADOCK STEVENS. 

KEV. AMBROSE S. TODD. 

/_ — = 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Happy is he who condemneth not the thing which he 
alloweth. 

The recent exercise of church discipline to the 
excommunication of a late member of Dr. Spring's 
congregation, has excited an inquiry in my mind, 
whether the party excommunicated, was more guil- 
ty of heresy than‘the pastor who exerted the power 
of the Key, as it is quaintly called. The offence 
was alledged to consist in this: She denied that par- 
ticular part of the Presbyterian Confession of Faith, 
which asserts that sinners are bound over to the 
wrath of God ; made subject to death, with all mis- 
eries, temporal, spiritual, and eternal; or, in the 
more emphatic language of the Catechism, “ are 
most grievously tormented in soul and body, with- 
out intermission, in hell fire for ever.” It appears 
she was cut off, not because she denied sinners 
were punished, but that they were not endlessly mis- 
erable, which comprises but a small part of the sec- 
tion. The same article of the Confession affirms, 
that “ every sin, both original and actual, subjects to 
all miseries, spiritual, temporal, and eternal.” Now, 
if understand the Doctor, he denies this doctrine ; 
he does not believe the imputation of original or 
Adam’s sin, to the damnation of any of his posteri- 
ty. His followers peject it as an abominable doc- 
trine, unworthy of acceptation ; and consider them- 
selves slandered when itis charged upon them. 

Again. The Dr. declares, that “ Christ died for 
all, irrespective of the divine decrees.” The Con- 
fession asserts, that Christ died for or redeemed the 
elect, and they only! These palpable contradictions 
they pretend to reconcile, by claiming the right of 
construction, which enables them to make a nose of 
wax of their creed. If Mrs. T. had been possessed 
of their ingenuity, she might have availed herself 
of the privilege ; but she had not so learned Christ. 
Mental reservation found no place in her bosom ; 
what she believed she plainly avowed, without re- 
gard to consequences. She was too honest to re- 
main among them! This was the head and front of 
her offence. Ifthe reverend gentleman possessed 
her sense of moral propriety, he would cease to avail 
hunself of those contemptible subterfuges, and plain- 
ly confess his disbelief in various parts of the Con- 
fession. But the deceitfulness of riches, and the 
love of popularity, choaks him. A simple avowal of 
his real sentiments, would subject him to the bar- 
barous sentence of excommunication. He would 
be delivered unto Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh ; and his salary another would take. This 
would be the unkindest cut of all. 

Ido not wish to bear hard upon this idolized 
man; but his case requires plain language. Who 
can honour the man, guilty of professing his belief 
in certain Articles of Faith, and actually excommu- 
nicating others for not possessing the same ; when, 
at the same time, he is at least a skeptic? What 
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can be more degrading, what sin more deadly, what 


vice more abhorrent? If such things are tolerated 
in the Presbyterian church, it is certainly cause of 
rejoicing, that one of its members has escaped con- 
tamination! 

Lest any of your readers should think the above 
conclusions are unwarrantable, [ will subjoin some 
other extracts for their information. Dr. Spring 
says, in his sermon on election, “It is no part of 
the doctrine of election that Christ died exclusively 
for the elect.” The Confession says, “ They who 
are elected are redeemed by Christ: neither are any 
other redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justifi- 
ed or saved, but the elect only. Others, not elected, 
can never come to Christ, therefore cannot be saved ; 
much less can men not professing the Christian re- 
ligion, be saved in any other way, be they never so 
diligent to frame their lives according to the light of 
nature and the law of that religion they do profess ; 
and to assert and maintain the contrary is very per- 
nicious, and to be detested.” Alas! for the heathen, 
if this be true. How did Christ die for all? I 
could add more contradictions equally glaring, but 
for brevity’s sake, [ omit them, until some one un- 
dertakes to refute the above :—hoping the time will 
come, when honesty will be considered the best 
policy, I leave the subject. NEWTON. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH, versus SPRING. 

We have no hesitation in asserting, that Presby- 
terians generally are ignorant of their Creed, Con- 
fession of Faith, &c. And, iéarther, we boldly as- 
sert, and challenge Dr. Spring to prove the contrary, 
that deception is practised, and the people deluded 
by exhibitions of doctrine, contrary to the acknow- 
ledged doctrines of the Church, which the reverend 
doctor is solemnly bound to teach and adhere to. 
We have made the charge in plain English ; let 
him contradict it. We appeal to Presbyterians 
themselves. Facts, not threats of damnation, shall 
decide the question. The Constitution, Creed, &c. 
of Dr. Spring’s church, is Calvinistic. Dr. S. and 
the members of his church, are bound to receive no 
other doctrine as truth. And Dr. S. is bound to re- 
ceive no person as a member ef his church, unless 
the person subscribes to the truth of the Westmin- 
ster Confession and Catechism. We shall prove 
that Dr. S. has apostatized from the faith, (if he ev- 
er believed.) and, on his own confession, deserves 
to be excommunicated from the Presbyterian 
Church. Whether the Presbytery will excommu- 
nicate Dr. S., or whether they (i. e. many, perhaps 
a large majority of them,) are in the same enviable 
condition, we shall not presume to conjecture. 

The Coxression, &c. oF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
Cuvrcn, declares as follows— 

“ Wherefore they who are elected are redeemed 
by Christ, neither are any other redeemed by Christ, 
effectually called, justified or saved, but the elect 
only.” Chap. iii. Sec. 6. 

Dr. Serine declares, in his Sermon on Election, 
page 6, as follows— 

“It is no part of the doctrine of election, that 
Christ died exclusively for the elect.” 





Here is a complete rejection of the prime articl. 
of the Confession of his Church! How does Mys. 
T. and Dr. S. agree in this particular ? 

Again. The Confession, &c. declares— 

“ All the elect, and they only, are effectually cal. 
led. Cat. 68. They who are effectually called can 
neither totally nor finally fall away, but shall pers: 
vere to the end, and be eternally saved.” Chay 
xiv. 1. 

Does Dr. Spring believe and teach this? Take 
his own words in evidence. 

Sermon, p. 6. “It is no part of the doctrine 0; 
election, that the elect will be saved, let them do 
what they will.” 

Is not this denying the doctrines of the Church ° 
Is it not giving them the lie direct ? 

Again. The Confession, &c. declares, of th 
certainty of the salvation of the elect— 

*“ God, from all eternity, did decree to justify a! 
the elect.” Con. ii. 4. “Those angels and men, 
thus predestinated, are unchangeably designed, ani 
their number is certain and definite ; the elect shu! 
persevere and be saved.” Con. iii. 4. 

Dr. Spring declares, Sermon, &c. page 50. 

“ An elect person can live in sin, grieve the Holy 
Spirit, die in sin, and sink down to hell !” 

Is not this denying the Confession of Faith of his 
Church? Isit not a most palpable rejection of it: 

Again. The Confession declares, of the decrees 
of God, 

“ God’s decrees are without any foresight of faith 
and good works, or any thing in the creature, as 
conditions or causes moving him thereunto.” Con 
iii. 5. 

Dr. Spring denies this in toto, as follows, Sermon, 
page 30. 

“ If you choose to leave your salvation to the d: 
cree of God, without personal religion, on your part, 
and without any effort to obtain it, you will, beyond 
all question, sink down to hell.” 

Did Mrs. T. avow doctrines more hostile and 
pugnant to the Confession of Faith, than Dr. S. in 
this declaration? Isit possibletodo so? No! | 
is not 

Again. The Confession, &c. declares, of the 1 
demption by Christ— 

“The covenant of grace was made with Chris’, 
and in him, with all the elect as his seed: all th 
elect, and they only, are effectually called, neithe: 
are any others redeemed by Christ, but the elect 
only.” Chap. iii. 6. Cat. 31. 68. 

Dr. Spring denies this also, in the following une- 
quivocal language, Sermon, p. 10. 

“ The atonement was made, not for the elect or 
non-elect, as such, but for all men, as sinners. 
Cinist died for the non-elect as well as for the elect.” 

Can a rejection of any position, be in plainer 
terms than these? Did Mrs. T. do more ? 

Again. The Confession, &c. declares of the cet 
tain damnation of the non-elect. 

“God hath appointed the elect unto glory; the 
rest of mankind God was pleased to pass by, and 
ordain them to dishonour and wrath for their sis, 
to the praise of his justice. Chap. iii. 6. 
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“ Others not elected, although they may be called 
by the ministry of the word, yet they can never come 
to Christ, and therefore cannot be saved.” Ch. x. 4. 

Dr. Spring denies this likewise, and rejects it in 
the strongest language, in Sermon, p. 7, as follows: 

“Tt is no part of the doctrine of election, that the 
non-elect will not be saved, if they do as well as 
they can. 

“It is no part of the doctrine of election, that 
the non-elect cannot comply with the terms of the 
Gospel.” 

Is not this a complete rejection of the doctrine of 
the Church, so far as it relates to the doctrine of 
election? It appears that Dr. S. when “ his hand was 
in,” was so fond of contradicting and denying, that 
he contradicted himself, and gave the lie to his own 
issertion, as follows, in Sermon p. 29. 

“It is just as certain, therefore, that God deter- 
mined, from eternity, who would be saved, as that 
he knew who would be saved. If they are not elect- 
ed, they will indeed perish.” 

Again. 
guage, relative to the non-elect— 

“ All those whom God predestinated unto life, 
ind those only, he is pleased to call by his word 


The confession declares, in strong lan- 


and Spirit. Con. x. 1. 

“ Others, not elected, cannot be saved; much less 
can men, not possessing the Christian religion, be 
they never so diligent to frame their lives according 
ro the law of that religion they do profess; and to 
assert and maintain the contrary is very pernicious, 
and to be detested.”” Con. x. 4. 

Dr. Spring, however, says, Sermon, p. 10, of the 
non-elect—* The non-elect are able to comply with 
the terms of the Gospel.” 

Again. Last of all, is proposed the following 
question, and we should be gratified in knowing 
whether Dr. S. is of opinion that his promise to ad- 
here to the doctrines of his Church, is fulfilled in 
rejecting the articles of the Confession of the 
Church? viz. 

“Do you believe these doctrines to be founded 
upon the word of God, and as the expression of 
your own faith? And do vou resolve to adhere to 
them, in opposition to all Deistical, Popish, Arian, 
Socinian, Arminian, and Sectarian errors, and all 
other opinions contrary to the power of godliness ?” 
Page 502. Question 2. 

Reader, Dr. Spring, in p. 42 of his Sermon, says, 

“This doctrine must be loved; to hate it, is to 
take the side of the adversary against God: to hate 
it, is to take the side of hell against Heaven; to 
hate it, is to be for ever miserable.” 

By the words “ T’his doctrine,” we presume he 
means the doctrine which he preached in his Ser- 
mon on Election, which gives the lie direct to the 
Confession of Faith, and Catechism of his Church; 
therefore, it follows, if “to hate it, is to take the 
side of hell against Heaven; and “to hate it, is to 
be for ever miserable,” those who stick to the Con- 
fession of Faith, &c. are on the side of hell; and 
will be for ever miserable!!! Dr. S. is welcome to 
any conclusion which flows from his own premises. 
We leave for the reader to judge, whether, accord- 





ing to Dr. S.’s premises, they do not take the side 
of the adversary, who, in opposition to his doctrine, 
adhere to the Confession, Catechism, &c. of the 
Presbyterian Church ? 
— — Sa 
YOUNG’S LETTERS. 
Universalism & Calvinism Contrasted. 
(Continued from page 379.) 
LETTER V 
TO A RIGID CALVINIST. 

Dear Sir—When, in conversation with you, J 
affirmed that St. Paul was a Universalist, I pro- 
mised to quote some of the most pointed texts, by 
which he inculcates the doctrine in the most clear 
and positive terms. 

“Therefore as by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation, even so, by 
the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life. He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not, with him also, freely give us all things. 
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon all.” 

By the first of these texts, it plainly appears that 
Adam was the representative of all his posterity, or 
human nature in general, in as much as judgment 
unto condemnation came upon all men for his of- 
fence; that Jesus Christ, by assuming the human 
nature, became as fully and completely the repre- 
sentative of all mankind, as Adam was, or had been, 
and therefore, by his righteousness, the free gift 
So 
you see, that St. Paul considers Christ as the com- 
plete representative and Saviour of all mankind, 
who, by his righteousness, had wrought out a com- 
plete salvation for the whole human race, unto the 


came upon all men unto justification of life. 


justification of life, and if God justifieth, who is he 


that condemneth ? 

And further to etablish them in the belief of this 
glorious doctrine, he argues, that as God spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, he 
will, with him also give us all things. And to con- 
vince them that Christ was not that partial Saviour 
which many conceive him to be, who would sit 
down contentedly, with as many souls asthe devil 
pleased to give him, he tells the Romans, “ That 
God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have merey upon all. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. For 
the love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus 


judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 


And that he died for all, that they which live, 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
For 
to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.” 
If so, he must be Lord of all. 


unto him who died for them, and rose again. 


Saint Paul calls Christ “ The image of the invi- 
sible God, the first born of every creature. For by 
him were al! things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers, 
all things were created by him and for him.” 

If, therefore, Christ made all things for himself 
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he must deviate greatly from his original intention, 
before he gives up any thing to the devil, especially 
the souls which he has made for himself. 

“] exhort, therefore, that first of all, supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men. For this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have 
all men to be saved, and come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. For there is one God and one Medi- 
ator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.” 

St. Paul exhorts Timothy, first of all, to make 
supplication, &c. for all men, as being acceptable to 
God our Saviour, who is a being of such universal 
benevolence, as to will that all men should be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. And 
whatever the omnipotent Jehovah wills to be done, 
he will certainly accomplish. But the apostle, to 
show that the salvation of all men, was not only 
possible, but easily practicable, he observes, that 
one God to be appeased, who is a God of 
goodness and mercy, who wills that all men 
saved, and one Mediator between this gra- 


there is 
infinite 
may be 
cious God and man, to wit, the man Christ Jesus, 
who is the advocate and friend of mankind univer- 
sally, as he has already given himself a ransom, not 
for a few individuals, but for all mankind. And 
although this great and important truth, may not 
be generally known to the chief priests and Phani- 
sees of our day, it shall nevertheless be testified in 
due time, to the honour of God, and the unspeak- 
able consolation of every good being. If, therefore, 
the supreme God, is so benevolent, as to will that 
all mankind should be saved, and has sent his Son, 
on purpose to be the Saviour of the world, and 
Christ has, on his part, given himself a ransom for 
all, then all must be saved. 

He who redeems or ransoms captives, claims them 
as his own, and never leaves them in the possession 
of the enemy. Can there be any thing more ab- 
surd, than to suppose, that after -Christ had given 
his life a ransom for the whole world of mankind, 
that he should, nevertheless, leave vast numbers of 
those very beings, for whom he shed his precious 
blood, in the possession of the devil eternally ? 

Christ is neither a partial Saviour, nor a partial 
conqueror; he will never submit to the devil, and 
permit him to retain one human soul in captivity, 
which he made for himself, for certainly he was not 
so complaisant as to make any souls, on purpose 
for the devil; and if the devil should eventually 
retain in captivity, any of the souls which Christ 
has made for himself, then is Christ defeated, and 
his designs frustrated. And to say, that Christ has 
made souls, which he neither wished to be happy, 
nor intended to save from endless perdition, is blas- 
phemy. 

And I believe it would be thought much less de- 
rogatory to the character of the Deity, by every 
unprejudiced person, to suppose that he abandoned 
the creatures which he had made, to the permanent 
dominion of the devil, through a want of wisdom 
und power to rescue them, than to affirm that he 





had a sufficient degree of wisdom and power to 
save them, but that it was more agreeable to his 
divine will, that they should be eternally and irre. 
coverably miserable. If we suppose him to be inf 
nitely benevolent, but deficient in wisdom and 
power, this would be a great misfortune, which 
every good being would deplore, and would wish to 
assist him: but, if on the contrary, he is supposed 
to be infinitely wise and powerful, but so malevo- 
lent, as to speak unoffending, inconscious matter in- 
to existence, infallibly knowing that the condition 
into which he brought it, was as much worse thay 
that in which he found it, as a state of the most 
severe, eternal, never-ending punishment, is worse 
than a state of non-existence, is horrid beyond de. 
scription—but so itis. ‘The Calvinists having de- 
termined that vast numbers of the human race must 
be eternally damned, rather than give up this dar- 
ling tenet, they blaspheme the moral character of 
the Deity, by affirming that he forces into existenc 
millions of human beings, morally incapable of do- 
ing any good, but replete with the strongest propen- 
sities to do evil, which can neither be restrained nor 
eradicated, by any thing which they can do. Ip 
which condition they are excluded from the bene 
fit of Christ’s death and sufferings, and left to sin 
and suffer a few years on earth, and then sentenced 
by the judge of the whole earth, to suffer the most 
exquisite torment in hell flames, as long as God 
When all this mischief and misery 
might have been avoided by omitting to create all 
such beings, as the Deity foreknew would be infi 
nitely sinful, and eternally miserable; for nothing 
short of infinite guilt can render. any being justly 
obnoxious to a never-ending or infinite punishment 

“ He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be th: 
propitiation for our sins. And we have seen, and 
do testify, that the Father sent the Son to be th 
Saviour of the world. For God sent not his Sou 
into the world to condemn the world, but that th 
world, through him, might be saved.” 

In the above cited texts, it appears, that God is 
the most benevolent of all beings, his very essence is 
love, his benevolence inspired him to create us, he 
so loved the world, as to send his dearly beloved 
Son, to be a propitiation for our sins, and the Sa- 
viour of the world. It should be the business ot 
our teachers to exhibit the Deity in his true char- 
acter, which is that of infinite Jove, and unbounded 
benevolence to all created beings ; he hates sin, be- 
cause it has a natural and necessary tendency to 
create confusion, misery and disorder ; but Christ 
loved mankind and died for them, while they were 
yet in a state of rebellion against him. 

We should, therefore, love the Lord our God, 
with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. 
“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth 
out fear, because fear hath torment. He that feat- 
eth is not made perfect in love.” If perfect love 
casteth out fear, it is as certain, that the perfect 
fear and dread of a tyrant, must and will cast out 
love. Therefore, people should never be taught 


himself exists. 


is love. 
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to believe that God is as much glorified and pleased 
with the death and eternal damnation of a sinner, 
is in the salvation and eternal felicity of a saint. As 
it is not in the power of imagination, to paint a ty- 
yant in more infernal colours, it is a character 
which no being, except the prince of devils, can 
possibly either love or imitate. And there can be 
no doubt, that the devil is highly pleased with those, 
who endeavour to persuade their fellow beings, that 
partiality, cruelty and revenge, are the genuine at- 
tributes of the deity : because it is impossible, in the 
nature of things, that any wise and good being, 
should serve a God, possessing such attributes, 
through love, which is the only motive that can ren- 
der our services acceptable to a God, whose very 
essence is love. 

And as to the worship extorted, and rendered, 
through a slavish fear, it can only debase the mind, 
and derange the understanding ; but can never mend 
the heart. And therefore, can never be acceptable 
to that God, who requires us to love the Lord our 
God, with all our heart, soul, strength and mind, and 
our neighbours as ourselves. We ave also com- 
manded to love our enemies, and forgive those that 
trespass against us. Now if God neither loved his 
enemies, nor ever forgave all those that trespassed 
against him, but will torment millions of them, in 
everlasting burnings, as long as he himself exists, can 
it be possible that he expected, that we should be more 
merciful and benevolent than himself, or recom- 
mended to us a line of conduct, more virtuous and 
godlike, than that which he practised himself? But 
thanks be to God, the fetters of ignorance and super- 
stition are wearing out very fast, and prejudice, that 
bitter enemy to free inquiry and the investigation of 
truth, has lost much of its power over the minds of 
great numbers of very sensible people; who begin 
to view the Deity, as a God of strict impartial jus- 
tice, divine love, infinite goodness, benevolence, 
truth, and mercy, that has no pleasure in the death 
and eternal damnation of a sinner; but would ra- 
ther that he should turn from the evil of his ways 
and live. 

If sin and its consequences be displeasing to a 
God of infinite goodness, wisdom and power, is it 
not absurd to suppose, that he will permit them to 
remain in being, to the endless ages of eternity ? 
Are they of that indestructable nature, that the 
Deity cannot eradicate and destroy them? If he 
can destroy them, why should he permit them 
always to remain in being, to displease him eter- 
nally? Are there some men who are by nature 
anconvertable, that infinite wisdom and power are 
incapable of reforming ? Does the Deity doom any 
souls to eternal misery, but such as he cannot save ? 
Or, does he doom to eternal misery, any souls 
which he could, but would not save ? 

If any souls are to be miserable to the endless 
ages of eternity, I affirm, that they must belong to 
one of the above classes, to wit, Such as God could 
have saved, but would not; or, such as he would 
have saved, but could not. The first of these pro- 
positions denies God’s infinite goodness, and there- 
fore cannot be true. The second denies his infinite 








power, which must be false. It is therefore false to 
say, that any of the souls which God has made, 
will be eternally and irrecoverably miserable; be- 
cause Christ is both able and willing to save them 
all—who tells us, “ And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me.” 

Now as Christ has been lifted up from the earth, 
onthe cross, and from thence to the heavens, I 
make no doubt that he will fulfil his promise, even 
to those who believe that hell lies beyond the reach 
of Almighty power ; he will convince them that the 
keys of hell and of death are not useless in his hand ; 
he will break the gates of brass, and cut the bars of 
iron in sunder. “ For thus saith the Lord, even the 
captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the 
prey of the terrible shall be delivered.” 

I remain with the most sincere esteem, 
Your Friend, &c 
(To be continued.) 
~~ —<—j- _ 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS. 

The following, from the “GospeL apvocatr.” 
is deserving of serious consideration. The disposi- 
tion to meet the world and its follies half way, and 
to assimilate the doctrines of Christ, and the doc- 
trines of antichrist, however it may argue in favour 
of large salaries, “greetings in the markets, the 
uppermost rooms at feasts, the chief seats in the 
synagogues, and to be called of men Rabbi,” argues 
nothing in favour of the supposition that truth is 
better than error, or the favour of God, and his 
commandments, being equal to the favour of men, 
and their vanities. “I heard another voice from 
Heaven, saying, Come out of her my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not ef her plagues.” Rev. xviii. 4. 

(From the Gospel Advocate.) 

“Tt is the opinion of many judicious persons, that 
the title of reverend cannot, with propriety, be as- 
sumed by frail imperfect men; that it bejongs ex- 
clusively to the Deity, being joined with his attri- 
bute of holiness, and that its assumption argues 
impiety. Psa. cxi. 9. “He hath sent redemption 
unto his people ; he hath commanded his covenant 
for ever: Holy and Reverend is his name.” If it 
were impious, in the Pope, to assume an attribute 
of Deity for a title ; why is it not impious to assume 
a title, which can, with propriety, only belong to 
God? And why should this be so readily received, 
when, in the estimation of men, generally, it ope- 
rates as an auxiliary to ministerial influence and 
power ? 

Being convinced that this title has been given 
and received without considering its effects and 
impropriety; and that it has been assumed in my 
own, as well as in other denominations; it will, it 
improper, equally inilitate against the former as the 
latter. It certainly adds nothing to a man’s worth ; it 
begets neither wisdom nor grace; but it may be the 
occasion of begetting both pride and self-exaltation 

I wiil venture, therefore, to recommend to iny 
brethren, that they lay aside this useless dress, and 
let talents and usefulness be their commendation. 
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which have assurance of reward; when names shall 


cease and titles shall vanish away. 

If Job, for fear that bis Maker would take him 
away, knew not to give flattering titles; if such 
distinctions have a tendency to pride, and conse- 
quently ought to be avoided; if the gospel has flou- 
rished better in its simplicity, than when attired in 
gaudy dress; and its ministers have better suc- 
ceeded in the humble style of servants, than in the 
lofty style of titles not warranted, but anti-scriptu- 
ral; let us lay aside this superfluity of naughtiness 
and receive, with meekness, the engrafted word, 
which is able to save our souls. 

> - 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

Some months past there was a request, published 
in the Magazine, that an explanation of Mat. xi. 12. 
should appear in the paper ; but the request was for- 
gotten by the writer of this. Within a few days he 
has received a renewal of the request through an- 
other medium. 

The text follows, “ And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now, the kingdom of Heaven suf- 
tereth violence, and the violent take it by force.” 

By Wakefield this text is rendered thus :—* And 
from the days of John the Baptist until now, the 
kingdom of heaven is entered by force, and the vio- 
lent seize it greedily.” 

Note Ist. If this rendering be admitted, there 
is no ambiguity in it; every reader will perceive at 
once, that the Saviour had reference to the zeal 
which was manifested by those who violently broke 
through every opposing barrier, forsaking fathers, 
mothers, wives, children, houses, lands, and even 


exposing their lives to destruction, for the sake of 


the kingdom of heaven, which is the religion of the 
gospel. 

Note 2. If we doubt the translation of the learned 
Wakefield, it seems that there is but one more appli- 
cation that would naturally fall in our way, which is, 
to say thgt the Saviour alluded to the violent oppo- 
sition wich was in farce against the gospel, or 
kingdom of heaven, and to the violence by which 
the enemy shut up the kingdom of heaven, by ta- 
king away the key of knowledge, not entering them- 
selves, nor suffering those who were disposed to 
enter. 

As both these applications of the text are matter 
of fact, it will be admitted by all candid persons, 
that itis not very essential which of those facts are 
supposed to be its true meaning. 

~_ —<~e— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Brother Fitz—Feeling inclined to communicate 
to thy Herald readers a short discourse, which hap- 
pened about three weeks past, I now therefore offer 
the same, wishing, and sincerly desiring, if I am in 
the error, to be corrected. 

On board of the Steam boat, I was reading Bal- 
lou’s Notes on the Parables; when a person sitting 
by, reading a newspaper, asked me what I was read- 
ing? Ltold him. He then asked me, If the book 
belonged to me? [told him it did. He then replied: 
You can read it at any time, I wish yeu would let 





me look at it: which I did, giving him the same 
place where I was then reading (which was the 
illustration of the parable of the Tares.) He read 
about half of the illustration, and then began to 
argue (if such it can be called) that if al! were to 
share in salvation, he could not see why we may 
not live as we list. [ asked him, if some were elected 
to salvation, and the remainder to damnation. 
(which appeared to be his opinion) what then ? Here 
he appeared to hesitate; and then said, If Unive; 

salism should prove false, they certainly would ¢ 

to hell. Lasked him, where is hell? He said, If yw: 
went to quibbling, I (i. e. himself) might ask, wher, 
What! had Ino answer! Yes, withi) 
you. At this time the 
bell rang for Perth-Amboy: he went on deck and 


is heaven? 
He was again embarrassed. 


I saw him no more. 

Now, supposing Universalism to be false, and that 
part are elected to salvation, and the remainder to 
damnation, agreeably to this gentleman’s argument; 
hence, among the large number of Universalists, 
there must not be one elected to salvation, for if 


he must go to hell. J. P.W. 


—=—i> 
“ Give not over thy mind to heaviness. The glad 
ness of the heart is the life of man; and the joyfi! 
ness of a man prolongeth his days. Remove sorro\ 
far from thee; for sorrow hath killed many, and 
there is no profit therein: and carefulness bringet! 
age before the time.” 
- ssi 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
TO THE REV. DOCTOR SPRING 
Not all that unbelief can say, 
Or antichrist proclaim, 
Shall make us cast the hope away 
That we have in the Lamb. 


The heathen they will rage, it’s true 
And say that we are mad; 

Self-righteous men will do so too, 
And say that we are bad. 


The antichristians vexed much, 
Affirm that we have err’d; 

They say the doctrine sure is such 
As ne'er before was heard. 


But all that unbelief can say 
Is vain: we'll ever plead, 

The Lamb has purg’d our sins away, 
And made us free indeed. 


Free from our sins and curse we are, 
By Jesu’s sacrifice ; 

Satan and hell may now despair, 
For they have lost their prize. 


So Christian freedom I'll profess, 
Nor ever with it part; 
But wear it as my chosen dress, 
I'l) bind it round my heart. 
—— 
rr? The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishmes 
of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, be 
Chrystie-street, every Friday Evening, at seven o'clock 
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